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Introduction

Welcome to the CAPTIVATE Farmer’s
Handbook!

This publication was prepared to serve as
a guide for practitioners working in the

field, including especially farmers, their
advisors, as well as other extension work

ers and supporting experts, to help farm

ers navigate and make the most of the new
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). CAR

TIVATE aims to support you through the
novelties and opportunities that the new

CAP brings, with a special emphasis on
sustainable farming practices, on how to

implement them.

We hope that the content of this handbook

will also be useful for AKIS organisations
who are interested in applying partially or

_ R L A AT fully the tools and methodologies devek

Farm demo event for wheat variety experiments , oped in our project.

First, it will assist you in adopting new sustainable agricultural practices right from the start
of the new CAP. Moreover, it provides a detailed description of innovative results arising from
the CAPTIVATE project (EAD tool, knowledge platform, etc.), together with the methodology
behind them, followed by precise step-by-step guidelines.

Within these pages, you will find detailed information on the CAPTIVATE digital platform, in
cluding how to use its modules and content to stay informed and educated about the new
CAP, with a particular emphasis on the EU’s green ambitions focused on climate and enwi
ronment conservation. Step-by-step instructions will help you apply the new measures and
subsidies explicitly tailored for your farm. Additionally, this Guide will provide feedback from
farmers and advisors implementing the new CAP, sharing their experiences, challenges, and
opportunities through lessons learnt and good practices.

_ .




Why CAP-tivate farmers?

For the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework, the European Commission called for the
modernisation of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), to support the European agricultural
sector, managing the transition to sustainable food production systems and strengthening
European farmers’ e orts to contribute to the EU’s climate objectives and environmental pro-
tection goals set in the European Green Deal, and related strategies such as the Farm to Fork,
Biodiversity Strategy and the Organic Action Plan.

In their daily lives, farmers encounter the
CAP primarily through subsidies and grants,
which often have a decisive influence on
their management directions. In many cas
es, however, they are not su iciently aware
of the rules and conditions for implement-
ing certain measures. As the e iciency and
competitiveness of agricultural production
can be enhanced in line with higher environ-
mental and agro-ecological standards, for
farmers to be able to apply these solutions
in a professional, e ective, successful and
sustainable way, it is essential that they un

derstand how they work, the production (and
not only support) benefits they can expect
from their application, and that they are gen-
uinely convinced to introduce and maintain
these methods in production practice. Only
then can meaningful progress be achieved,
whether it is more e icient use of pesticides,
higher yields or less environmental impact.
The key to a change in farmers’ attitudes
Is the right transfer of practical knowledge,
which requires advisory support, demonstra-
tion farms events and forums that bring to-
gether actors to transfer knowledge.

Therefore, our project’s main aim was to ‘captivate’ farmers across the EU by sensitizing their
mindset and building their knowledge, skills and attitudes on climate change and sustainable
development in the context of available funding opportunities and linked good eco-practices,
to increase better understanding, responsibility and implementation e iciency.

Young farmers gather to visit an organic farm

Page 8

CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook



The new greener CAP

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) for 2023-2027 is designed to help agriculture play a
crucial role in achieving the European Green Deal’s objectives. Here is, in a nutshell, what you
need to know about the EU’s relevant strategies and how the CAP is becoming “greener” and
what it means for you and your farm.

The European Green Deal

The European Green Deal is the European Union (EU) strategic plan to make our environment
healthier and our economy stronger. The main goals is to make Europe a climate-neutral con
tinent by 2050, reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions to as close to zero as possible.

Main Objectives:
1. Climate Neutrality by 2050
2. Reduce Emissions by 55% by 2030

How Does This A ect Farmers?

The Green Deal covers many areas that are important for farmers:

Climate and Environment: Better management of resources and reduction of pollution.
Renewable Energy: Promoting renewable energy sources and improving energy e iciency.
Transport: Encouraging the use of cleaner vehicles and sustainable practices.

Industry: Supporting eco-friendly practices and innovation.

Agriculture: Promoting sustainable farming methods and enhancing biodiversity.
Sustainable Finance: Providing financial support for green initiatives.

X X X X X X

What Can Farmers Do?

1. Adopt Sustainable Practices: Implement farming techniques that protect the soil, water,
and biodiversity.

2. Improve Energy E iciency: Use energy-saving equipment and consider renewable energy
sources like solar or wind power.

3. Reduce Emissions: Implement practices that lower methane and nitrous oxide emissions
from livestock and fertilisers.

4. Protect Biodiversity: Maintain natural habitats and plant hedgerows or cover crops to sup-
port wildlife.

Farm-to-Fork Strategy
In May 2020, the European Union (EU) introduced the Farm to Fork strategy as part of the

European Green Deal. This plan aims to make our food system more sustainable and help
achieve climate neutrality by 2050.
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Main objectives:

Su icient, a ordable, and nutritious food

Reduce the use of synthetic chemical pesticides and mineral fertilisers by half
Increase the area under organic farming

Promote sustainable food consumption

Reduce food loss and waste

Ensure a transparent food supply chain

Increase animal welfare

NOo O~ DNPRE

How does this a ect farmers?
Here is how farmers can contribute to and benefit from the Farm to Fork strategy:
1. Ensure food security and safety:

X Grow nutritious crops: Focus on producing healthy food that is a ordable and accessible.

X Sustainable practices: Implement methods that keep the soil fertile and the environment healthy.
Reduce pesticides and fertilisers:

X Natural alternatives: Use natural pest control methods and organic fertilisers.
X Precision farming: Implement new technologies to apply the right amount of fertilisers and pesticides
where needed.
2. Increase organic farming:
X Organic certification: Consider converting to organic farming to meet increasing demand and receive
possible financial support.
X Healthy soil practices: Use crop rotation, compost, and green manure to maintain soil health.
3. Promote sustainable consumption:
X Local markets: Sell your products locally to reduce transportation and promote fresh, seasonal eating.
4. Reduce food loss and waste:
X Eicient harvesting and storage: Improve techniques to reduce losses during harvest and storage.
X Recycling waste: Use food waste as compost or animal feed.
5. Combat food fraud:
X Transparency: Maintain transparency and precise labelling to build trust with consumers.
X Traceability: Implement systems to trace the origin and journey of your products.
6. Increase animal welfare:
X Better living conditions: Provide adequate space, proper nutrition, and species treatment for farm ani
mals.
X Health monitoring: Regularly check the health and well-being of your livestock.

'

Racka sheep kept in traditional environment on an
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The EU’s Organic Action Plan aims to enhance organic farming and aquaculture, targeting
25% of agricultural land under organic farming by 2030. It builds on the 2014-2020 plan and
public consultation feedback, structured around three main axes.

Main Objectives

Axis 1: Stimulate Demand & Consumer Trust

x Promote organic farming and the EU organic logo

x Encourage organic canteens and green public procurement

x Strengthen school schemes and traceability to ensure transparency in the food value chain

Axis 2: Stimulate Production & Value Chain

x Encourage organic conversion and investments
X Support local and short distribution channels

X Improve market transparency

Axis 3: Enhance Environmental Sustainability
X Reduce environmental footprint and enhance biodiversity
x Promote e icient resource use and high animal welfare standards

Support & Funding

CAP Integration:

x Financial support through rural development and eco-schemes
x Enhanced farm advisory services and best practices exchange

o i i
Advisor and farmer testing pests and fruit forecast __'-_- :

Research & Innovation:
X Allocate 30% of agriculture research budget to organic farming
X Focus on crop yields, biodiversity, and alternatives to synthetic product
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Higher green ambitions & contributing to Green Deal targets

Every EU country must show greater commitment to environmental and climate action in their

CAP Strategic Plans compared to previous years. This means:

X No Backsliding: Each plan must demonstrate progress and cannot fall behind previous
e orts.

X Adapting to Changes: Plans need to be updated when climate and environmental laws
change, ensuring they remain e ective.

National CAP Strategic Plans are designed to help meet the Green Deal targets. The CAP
recommendations outline how each country’s plan is expected to contribute, ensuring a cot
lective e ort towards sustainability.

Enhanced Conditionality

In the new programming period, CAP payments are linked to stricter environmental require-

ments. Key points include:

X Biodiversity and Non-Productive Land: At least 3% of arable land on every farm must
be dedicated to biodiversity and non-productive elements. Farmers can receive support
through eco-schemes to increase this to 7%.

X Protection of Wetlands and Peatlands: These vital ecosystems receive special protection
under the new CAP rules.

Eco-Schemes

Eco-schemes are a major feature of the new CAP, with at least 25% of the direct payment
budget being allocated to them.

These schemes o er strong incentives for:

x Climate- and Environment-Friendly Practices - including organic farming, agroecology,
and carbon farming.

X Animal Welfare Improvements - promoting higher standards of care and well-being for
livestock.
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At least 35% of rural development funds support Climate and Biodiversity and Animal Welfare.

How does this benefit your farm?

By participating in the greener CAP, farmers can:

X Access additional funding through interventions and other support mechanisms.

x Enhance farm sustainability by implementing practices that improve the long-term health
of your land and livestock.

x Contribute to global goals by playing a part in addressing climate change and protecting
biodiversity.

From 2023 to 2027, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) focuses on enhancing environmen

tal sustainability. This is vital to the European Green Deal, aiming to create a greener and more
sustainable agricultural sector. Here is a user-friendly guide to understanding the CAP’s Green
Architecture and how it can benefit you as a farmer.

What is the Green Architecture?

Green Architecture is a comprehensive strategy that combines various policy tools to promote
environmental and climate benefits across the EU. It addresses critical issues such as:
Climate change

Soil, water, and air quality degradation

Loss of pollinators and habitat damage

Pollution and invasive species

Overexploitation and biodiversity challenges

Waste management and resource e iciency

Deforestation

Antimicrobial resistance

Animal welfare

X X X X X X X X X

The Green Architecture blends voluntary and mandatory policy tools, providing annual and

multi-annual funding options. Below is a breakdown of its key components:

Conditionality: These are compulsory standards that ensure sound environmental practices.

They control CAP payment conditions under Pillar 1.

1. Eco-Schemes: Voluntary programs that reward farmers for implementing practices that
benefit the environment and go beyond the basic requirements.

2. Rural Development Interventions: These interventions, supported under Pillar 2, provide
additional incentives for sustainable development in the agri-food sector and rural econ
omy.

3. Producer Organisations’ Operational Programmes: These programmes support groups of
farmers working together to improve environmental practices.
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4. Farm Advisory Services: These services o er guidance and support to help farmers imple
ment sustainable practices more e iciently.

Advisor and researcher visit a regenerative farmer on no-till field

Green Architecture aims to create a more sustainable and resilient agricultural sector by ad
dressing a wide range of environmental challenges. This includes improving soil health, water
quality, air purity, and overall biodiversity, which are crucial for the long-term productivity and
viability of your farm.

How Can You Benefit?

Participating in the Green Architecture can bring several benefits for your farm:

x Enhanced Sustainability: By implementing practices that improve the health and produc-
tivity of your land on one hand, and improve image of agriculture among general public.

X Support and Guidance: From farm advisory services and producer organisations.

X Access to Additional Funding: Through eco-schemes and rural development interventions.

The CAP’s Green Architecture is designed to help farmers adopt sustainable farming practie
es while benefiting from various support mechanisms. Farmers can contribute to a healthier
environment and a more sustainable agricultural sector by participating.

The new CAP brings higher environmental ambitions with these enhanced standards. Here

are some highlights:

X Wetlands and Peatlands Protection (GAEC 2): New standard to safeguard these critical
areas.

x Stricter Soil Cover Requirements (GAEC 4): Ensure soil is covered during sensitive periods
to prevent degradation.

x Greater Crop Diversity (GAEC 5): Crop rotation replaces diversification, requiring di erent
crops yearly for better soil and pest management.
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x Non-Productive Areas (GAEC 6): More focus on creating and maintaining areas that sup
port biodiversity.

Why is this important?

These standards are more ambitious than previous requirements, aiming to deliver better
environmental outcomes. Compliance with GAEC standards is mandatory for receiving CAP
payments. Farmers must integrate these practices into farming operations to benefit from the
support.

Farmers must meet specific standards known as GAEC (Good Agricultural and Environmen
tal Conditions) to receive support as part of the enhanced conditionality under the new CAP.
These standards aim to improve climate action, water quality, soil health, and biodiversity.

What are GAEC Standards?

GAEC standards are rules designed to ensure that farming practices contribute positively to
the environment. Nine GAEC standards focus on various aspects of environmental sustaina
bility. Meeting these standards is a condition for receiving CAP support.

Key GAEC Standards

GAEC 1: Permanent Grasslands
X Maintain existing permanent grasslands to protect soil and biodiversity.

GAEC 2: Wetlands and Peatlands
X Protect wetlands and peatlands, which store significant amounts of carbon.

GAEC 3: Bu er Strips Along Watercourses
x Establish bu er strips of at least 3 meters along watercourses to prevent pollution and
protect water quality.

GAEC 4: Minimum Soil Cover
x Ensure soil is covered during sensitive periods to prevent erosion and maintain soil health.

GAEC 5: Crop Rotation

X Practice crop rotation instead of crop diversification. This means changing crops between
years to enhance soil fertility and reduce pests.
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GAEC 6: Non-Productive Areas
x Dedicate a portion of arable land to non-productive areas and features, such as fallow land
and landscape features, to promote biodiversity.

GAEC 7: Permanent Grassland Protection
X Protect environmentally sensitive permanent grasslands, which are vital for biodiversity.

GAEC 8: Maintenance of Landscape Features
x Preserve landscape features like hedgerows, trees, and ponds to support wildlife and
maintain the character of the countryside.

GAEC 9: Soil Organic Matter
x Take measures to maintain or improve soil organic matter, enhancing soil health and pre
ductivity.

Eco-schemes are voluntary programs funded by the CAP that require farmers and land man
agers to adopt more environmentally friendly practices and go beyond the basic requirements
for receiving area and animal-based payments. These schemes focus on:

x Climate action

x Environmental protection

x Animal welfare

x Combating antimicrobial resistance
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How Do Eco-Schemes Work?

Farmers need to implement sustainable practices that exceed standard requirements to re
ceive eco-scheme payments. These might include:

x Enhanced crop rotation and diversification

Maintaining cover crops

Using organic fertilisers

Protecting biodiversity by setting aside land for natural habitats

Implementing advanced animal welfare practices

X X X X

Rural Development
Agri-Environment-Climate Commitments (AECC)

The Agri-Environment-Climate Commitments (AECC) are a crucial part of the Common Agri
cultural Policy, designed to address various environmental and climate needs across the EU.
Here is an overview of AECCs and how they can benefit you as a farmer.

What are AECCs?

AECCs are initiatives that promote sustainable farming practices to protect and restore the
environment. They vary widely to meet the specific needs of di erent regions and reflect the
experience gained from previous rural development programs. These commitments include
innovative approaches such as biological pest control, precision agriculture, digitalised farm

ing, and collective or results-based payments for broader ecosystem restoration.

Radish as cover crop used in the field of an organic farmer
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Key Features of AECCs:

x Variety of Interventions: There are over 200 AECC interventions across the EU, with some
Member States having just a couple (e.g., Netherlands) and others having more than 40
(e.g., Italy).

X Geographical Focus: Some interventions apply nationwide, while others target specific
areas with unique habitats needing protection, such as alpine pastures in Austria, wetlands
in Sweden, and river basins in Portugal.

x Link to Environmental Legislation: Many AECCs are closely linked to environmental and
climate legislation, although the strength of these links can vary between Member States.

Examples of AECC Interventions:

x ltaly: “Active Management of Ecological Infrastructure” bans chemical pest control and
fertiliser use along watercourses, introduces mowing obligations, and imposes grazing
restrictions to preserve landscape elements and water quality.

X Austria: Management of alpine pastures to protect these unique habitats.

x Sweden: Protection of wetlands and peatlands to maintain their ecological functions.

x Portugal: Management of river basin areas to improve water quality and ecosystem health.

What are the benefits for farmers?
Participating in AECCs can bring several benefits to your farm:

X Improvement of the long-term health and productivity of your land

x Contribution to the overall regional and national environmental objectives

x Implementing new and innovative farming practices that can increase e iciency and re-
duce environmental impact

x Access to funding for implementing sustainable practices
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CAPTIVATE Project

Project identifier Grant programme

Erasmus+ 2021-1-HUO01-KA220- Erasmus+ programme (KA220-
VET-000034777 VET - Cooperation partnerships in
vocational education and training)

Project countries Project interval

Austria, Croatia, Hungary Slovakia 2021. november-2024.october

The main goal of the CAPTIVATE project was to develop a farmer-centred assessment and
training system by connecting the EU’s new Common Agricultural Policy requirements with
proven, innovative, sustainable eco-management practices in favour of better implementa
tion of the various measures, increased uptake of support, improved e iciency in production
and protection of the natural environment. The project’s objective was that farmers better
understand conditionality, eco-scheme and rural development regulations and their linked
undertakings that they choose (supported by an assessment tool) and participate in certain
schemes with more responsibility and awareness, carrying out the measures more conscious
ly and e ectively.

Given that the new CAP programming period has brought numerous changes and novel
ties for farmers, especially regarding climate-environmental objectives and ambitions, the
CAPTIVATE project aims to support them in getting clearer about the new EU legislation,

Advisors testing the e-learning tool in 2023. 09.
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climate-environmental measures and obligations and to provide examples of good agricut
tural eco-practices. For this reason, various outputs have been developed in the course of the
project, aiming to train farmers on the “green” ambitions of the new CAP, providing practical
tools and materials for training and assessment. In the following chapters of this handbook,
all these outputs are described in detail, including their main characteristics and benefits for
farmers, as well as instructions on how to use them.

The main outputs developed within the CAPTIVATE project are:

Digital Knowledge Management Platform

CAP Eco-Practice Knowledge Base

Eco Farm Assessment and Decision Tool (EAD Tool)
e-Learning modules

CAPTIVATE Farmers’ Handbook

AR

Project partners at the Kick-o meeting in December 2021
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(2

(e 42 ()

Project countries on the map of Europe
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Digital knowledge
management platform

Knowledge base EAD tool

CAP Measures and Eco-practices Erasmus+ programme (KA220-
connected and searchable from VET - Cooperation partnerships in
both angles. vocational education and training)

e-Learning Guidelines

National language courses with Including this handbook, supple-
three modules on EU strategies, mented by other online resources
eco-practices and our tools. inside the tools.

What is the CAPTIVATE Knowledge Platform?

It is designed to provide farmers with easy access to a variety of helpful tools and information.
It is a single entry point for all the innovative resources developed under the CAPTIVATE pro
ject.

Key Features:

1) CAPTIVATE Knowledge Base, which consists of two main modules:

x CAP Measures: Access clear and helpful information about agricultural support schemes,
subsidies, and regulations.

X Good Practices: Learn about e ective and sustainable farming methods and eco-practices

2) Eco-Farm Assessment and Decision Support Tool:

x Evaluate Your Farm: Assess your current farming practices and find ways to make them
more environmentally friendly.

X Customized Recommendations: Get tailored advice to improve your farm’s sustainability.

3) Thematic Learning Materials on green skills:

x Easy Learning: Access educational materials on “green skills” to help you understand and
implement the best eco-practices on your farm.

X Interactive Content: Use videos, articles, and guides to enhance your farming knowledge.

4) CAPTIVATE Guidelines:

x Step-by-Step Instructions: Follow clear guidelines to use all innovative project results in
the most e icient way
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What Are Key Benefits of using the platform?

X Multi-Functional: The platform serves the needs of publication, sharing, and knowledge
transfer for all project results.

X Language Options: While the main content is in English, specific parts are translated to
meet the needs of di erent countries (Hungary, Slovakia and Croatia).

X Ongoing Use: Even after the project ends, the platform will be used for education and ad
visory purposes, ensuring long-term benefits.

How to use it?

The Digital Knowledge Management Platform can be entered using the following link:
https://cap-tivate.eu/kb

When you enter the platform, the “landing page” is displayed. It contains the main menu items
at the top and an interactive infographic below that shows the steps of the farmer’s pathway
and the associated features. The interface is designed in the languages of the target coun
tries in addition to the standard English language. The language selection corresponds to the
country options in the top right-hand corner of the page. Once selected, the flag icon next to
the headline also indicates country-specific usage. Under each menu item, you will find the
elaborated modules. When you enter them, a short help message in the top right-hand corner
of the page summarizes the options for that function. Due to their country-specific content,
the CAP screening and CAP measures menu items can only be opened after selecting the rel
evant target country (these menus are currently also shown for possible further development
and sharing beyond the project).
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Main entry point to the CAPTIVATE platform with interactive infographic to support navigation
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CAPTIVATE Knowledge Base

What is the CAPTIVATE Knowledge Base?

The Knowledge Base is designed to help farmers understand and access support, subsidies,
relevant regulations and connected eco-pratices. It is made to be user-friendly, simple, and
practical, providing farmers with the information they need to make better decisions about
their farm management with a focus on environmental issues.

How will the Knowledge Base support you?

Finding and understanding information about available funding mechanisms can be di icult.
Many resources are hard to navigate and need to explain how regulations a ect your daily
activities. The CAPTIVATE Knowledge Base aims to solve this by o ering a clear overview of
all the relevant information you need to comply with EU and national requirements, apply for
CAP interventions suitable for your farm and e iciently implement eco-practices on your farm.

CAP Knowledge Base will enable you to:

1. Save Time: Quickly find the information you need without getting lost in complicated legal
texts.

2. Improve Your Farm: Learn about e ective farming eco-practices to help you implement
CAP measures more e iciently.

3. Make Better Decisions: Get a clear picture of available funding and how to meet the re
quirements.

Key Features of the Knowledge Base

1. Easy Access to Information:

X Single entry point: All the essential information about CAP funding mechanisms connect
ed to eco-practices in one place.

x Searchable Content: Quickly find what you need without sifting through complicated doc-
uments.

2. Linking Funding to Farming Methods:

x Connected Information: See how di erent funding opportunities are related to specific
farming practices.

X Good Practice Examples: Discover detailed descriptions of e ective and sustainable farm
ing methods and eco-practices.

How to use it?

e e

\\f:) CAPTIVATE
> Assesstmmnt-Tralning-F

—
KnOWIEdge Base - Knowledge Base Short Hint:

CAP screening | CAP measures | Eco-practices | EAD tool | e-Learning ' Guide The CAPTIVATE digital platform provides acosss to
the inncwative results of the project from a comman

Fidien - online entry poinl, supporting Ltheir use and sharing.

i3 main elements are the CAP Knowledge Base, the

,i : EAD Suslainability Assessment Tool and the Distance
.I o 5 Leamning System.

Main entry point menu, hints and country selector, on the top part of the web-page
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The Knowledge Base can be entered from the Knowledge Platform and consists of three
main elements: CAP screening, CAP measures, and Eco-practices. When choosing the CAP
screening menu item, farmers will find a form with short questions on their farm profile. By
filling in this form, farmers will get framework guidelines for the available CAP measures and
eco-practices that can be applied on their farms.

Under the “CAP measures” menu item, there is a list of rural development interventions
(agri-environmental-climate interventions (AEC)), eco-schemes and conditionality require-

ments. This menu item is only available for target countries, with localised content and in the
national language. You can only open it after you select a country at the top right corner of the
screen. CAP measures are described in a way that a short description of the measure is pro
vided, together with the most relevant and important information for the farmer, such as eligr

bility conditions, commitments for farmers, payment rate and a link to a relevant eco-practice.

The Eco-practices menu item is an inventory of various eco-practices and methods with a sim
ple and clear description of each practice. The list of eco-practices can be filtered by choosing
the eco-theme taxonomy (atmosphere, biodiversity, materials & energy, soil, water, and animal
welfare) and/or by farm branch taxonomy (arable crops, permanent crops, permanent grass

land, and livestock).

There are numerous information resources
available at the national and EU levels, which
publish information about the available
support (subsidy, grant) opportunities and
connected regulations for agricultural pro-
ducers and rural entrepreneurs, such as the
EURLEX, and the national platforms as well
(ministry, paying agency, chamber portals).
However, their content is not represented
in a user friendly way, to be easily searcha
ble and understandable for farmers. Most of
the regulations are rather lengthy, consisting
of many pages of legal language, while the
relevant content - matching the everyday
farming context - is usually not highlighted
and explained well enough. The other ma
jor problem is that although the regulations
and rules very often require the application
of specific farming practices, they contain
only minimal information about them, so that
interested parties have to research them in
dividually elsewhere, if there is a credible,
professionally sound source available at all.

Page 24

Our project aims to fill these holes, by sys
tematically processing the relevant parts of
support regulations, extracting the rules and
requirements meaningful for farmers, and
linking them with the detailed description of
relevant good practice methods, displaying it
all in a common search and browse interface.
The Common Agricultural Policy, both in
terms of its legal and financial share, repre
sents a huge part of the EU system, almost
half of it, which cannot be processed in full
detail, but, as applied by the CAPTIVATE pro
ject, for a narrowed target area, in our case
the support options related to the eco-agricui
ture direction, it is a practical and realistic op
tion to process the content and make it more
consumable

The following technical priorities have been
taken into account in this work:
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x Focusing on forms of support and farming practices that a ect a wider range of farmers

X Reliance on credible professional sources for practices, in particular through content prc
duced by or controlled by the project partner professional organisations.

X When presenting support opportunities, primarily by explaining the content related to
farming practices, presenting other parts in an abbreviated or referenced form, as this in
formation is available in many other places.

x Keywording of content to facilitate searching and to provide links between di erent mod -
ules.

Farmer profile short questionnaire

As part of the Knowledge Base, a simple form designer approach has been developed, based
on which the published form can be filled in, its data submitted and saved (even o line) to
create a profile of the user’s own farm, in relation to the use of and interest in CAP payments,
and some relevant characteristics of their farm. The purpose of this function:

X to allow the user to search and get response more specifically in the Knowledge Base on
the basis of the profile data provided,

x the farmer only needs to enter his own data once during use, which can be re-used at any
time later (one click to return to the interface),

X no need for a full user registration in the system (this is also possible), but the possibility to
enter the relevant data quickly, in a few seconds.

The form is composed of four main blocks of fields, within which the questions are designed
by the content editors (CAPTIVATE experts) of each country, fully adapted to national specifi
cities and needs, in line with the keyword system used in the Knowledge Base elements (find
more details there).
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Parts of the form:

x At the beginning of the form, the name of the farmer, self-identifying textual information.

x The numerical data block is used to enter the farm size, age, size of certain sectors, per
centage of certain areas concerned, etc. The first block is for the holder to provide his/her
name and address. The number and type of these may vary considerably from country to
country.

x The multiple choice block contains two lists, these are fixed but the options are country
specific. The two lists contain a question on the economic sector (branch, sector) and a
guestion on the farmer’s challenges and problems.

X Yes/no (ticked) questions. The number and type of questions may vary considerably from
country to country.

Once completed, clicking on the Submit button will save the data in the system session, so
that it can be remembered when going to other pages, or can be viewed and modified as re

quired when going back. After making changes, it is important that the Submit button is also

clicked. If the browser is closed or the session expires due to inactivity, for example, the sub
mitted data will be lost as it is not stored in the database. For this reason, we also recommend
that users use the “Save to own file” function, which is described below.

It is possible to save the CAP farmer profile (“fingerprint”) file containing the submitted form
data to a file on the user’s computer by clicking on the icon in the top right corner. The result
ing file: name contains project code, country code, timestamp, random number, is in text (txt)
format, but its content is encrypted (as it is designed for the system, it is not recommended to
edit it), the Select File button at the top left of the page can be used to load from your own ma
chine, reload back into the interface, so that farm-specific use can be resumed immediately.

As the structure and functionality used here is completely country specific, it is only possible to
access this tab after selecting the target country.

CAP measures

A key element of the Knowledge Base is a searchable, filterable database of grant applica
tions, subsidies, payments, closely linked to eco-management techniques.

Due to its complex nature, the content is processed and displayed according to a specific
structure designed for the purpose. The CAPTIVATE experts can use a tree editor tool de
veloped for this purpose, where the di erent elements of the measures can be arranged in a
hierarchical, tree-like structure. During processing, the complex documents are logically and
functionally decomposed and entered according to specific content element types, and key

words (providing links to other modules), to the knowledge base.

The main preset properties of the content element types are: measure, sub-measure, entitle
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ment, commitment, regulation, rule, practice. Each element can appear anywhere in the tree
structure, and although the number of levels is theoretically infinite, experience has shown
that content element types are usually listed in the above order (from measure to practice),
and the content can be described with using a maximum of six levels.

Another important tool for describing content is keyword indexing, according to the specific
interests of users, to make content easily searchable. The content processing tool has also
developed a flexible, dynamic procedure for this, allowing each national content editor to ir
troduce new keyword types and their associated optional values. Accordingly, the keywords
may even be completely di erent from country to country (except for the system keywords
ensuring the links between modules).

Keywords can be grouped into three main categories according to their origin:

x Keywords from the answers of users filling in the CAP profile form (during the so-called
fingerprinting process)

x Keywords from the presentation of the results of the EAD tool, eco-themes and farms, in
combination with the Eco-practices module.

x Content description keywords, flexibly set by content editors who upload CAP measures.

Search form:

Within the CAP Grants page, at the top left of the page, you can click on the “Show search
block [+]” link to bring up the search form, or click on the “Hide search block [-]” link to hide it.
According to the content of the CAP calls and grants processed by the national CAPTIVATE
experts, the search interface will be displayed dynamically according to the specificities de
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fined for the country. The top row contains the types of content elements that can be retrieved,
and the last free-text search field allows you to search for the title or description of a given
content element by typing any word fragment. In addition, the remaining search fields are
displayed based entirely on the national content mapping and keyword assignment, including
the main measure types and individual keyword blocks. For keywords, a small “human” (user)
icon indicates if the keyword type and element is from CAP profiling data. As for the other
keywords, the type and its element will only be displayed if it is included in the processed CAP
support content, regardless of whether the keyword has been included in the profile or not.
The Content Type is also indicated by icons, which are systematically displayed in the search
form as well as in the results page.

When you navigate from the CAP profile (after being saved the profile data), the checkboxes
are automatically ticked here in the search interface checkboxes where common keyword
types are found. These can be modified as required before submitting the search, and once
submitted, only the selected items will be ticked again. Going back to the CAP profile and then
coming back here will allow you to reset the profile keyword settings.

After submitting the search form, the number of results is displayed (0 in case of an unsuccess
ful search), and the content items matching the search and filtering criteria are listed below.

In the context of keyword-based search, it is important to underline that not only the content
element, but also its parent element(s) are checked for matches, along the elements up the
tree structure. This is important because content editors only ever need to specify the sgcific
keyword of the leaf (or child) element at that level, th e parent element is not repeated as it is
quasi ‘inherited’ by the child element.In the results list, the content element type (also high
lighted by an icon), the title, a short summary, the keywords of the own or nearest parent ele-
ment are shown by default, and if the More field is filled in (rich text html content), the button
leading to it is also shown.

Browse between levels, content elements:

It is important to note that along the tree structure mentioned above, it is also possible to
move up and/or down the results page, to open and view parent and/or child content items.
The Down button is used to access the leaf (child) elements, i.e. the content lower down in
the hierarchy, such as rules or management practices for a commitment, while the Up button
opens the entitlements, sub-measures or takes you all the way back to the starting point (main
measure). The Show more button brings up the Rich text field mentioned above, which often
contains multimedia elements such as videos.

If the users wants to open the same content item from the basic results list in multiple sub-
tabs, the system does not allow this, to avoid a cluttered results list, so a pop-up message
warns the user that the first instance of the relevant content item can be found at the upper
part of the page, from there they can open it further (and then directs the browser there).
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The detail section -usually holdlng rich text and/or video - can be opened also by using a toggle

Connecting to other modules

The main connection for the Eco-practice type content is through URL linking towards the
Eco-Practice module. The EAD tool as well as this e-Learning module also links to the CAP
Support module.

As the structure and function used here is completely country-specific, it is only possible to ac
cess this tab after selecting the destination country.
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In CAPTIVATE's vocabulary, eco-practices are defined as farming practices that enable farm
ers to move their farms in a more sustainable direction, which can be environmentally friend
ly, regenerative, precision, climate resilient (or adaptive), etc., in particular if they are 1) well
supported by technical and economic evidence, and 2) are part of a CAP support programme
(CAPTIVATE project focus).

The content of this part of the Knowledge Base is based on the international practice of FiBL,
which was used as the start for the initial data set, to which the national resources in the three

target countries (Croatia, Hungary, Slovakia) and other individual country-specific national

resources were added and linked. The practices have been classified according to the same
taxonomic system, and using keyword indexing, which are identical to those used for the CAP
support module and the EAD tool.

Search block:

As the collection of practices is developed as a stand-alone content type on the CAPTIVATE
web content management system (Drupal) platform, with two main taxonomy lists and several
other descriptive data fields, the search form also uses this technical platform.

7_ ——

AD caprivare
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Eco-practice detail

Search In the description grass

Eco-theme taxonomy Atmosphere .| Farm branches taxonomy Arable crops
-Air Guality . Permanent crops .
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Livestock
-Species Diversity A -Cattle -

Submit

1. Extensive use of permanent grassland

Extensive livestock farming makes use of areas of permanent grassland, and is at the origin of many environmental services, based on the
functioning of agro-ecosystems and the functicnal management of semi-natural vegetation. If insects are to be considered as a key indicator of
overall biolagical richness, their presence in an apen landscape can be explained fundamentally by two key factars: the absence of pesticide use,
which destroys them directly, and a floristic richness spread over time.

Atmosphere, Biodiversity, Soil, Water

Searching eco-practices after language selection, filtering by eco-theme, farm type, free-text

Accessing the module from various sources:

x Directly, by default, from the Knowledge Base menu, you can open the search block and
retrieve the results list, followed by a page showing the details of each exercise.

X The search by taxonomy results list is also linked from the EAD tool results page, as well
as from parts of Module 2 of the eLearning programme, from which specific exercise detail
pages are linked in some cases. Links from the CAP Grants module of the Knowledge Base
are provided as already mentioned.

Page 30 CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook



Example of a search by taxonomy list item URL.:

EN: https://cap-tivate.eu/en/biodiversity or HU: https://cap-tivate.eu/hu/biodiverzitas
Eco-practice detail URL example:https://cap-tivate.eu/hu/node/243

Any number of blocks can be attached to a given practice at national level.

Detail page :

On the English (core) version, the title, short description, links and the taxonomies are dis
played. They serve as the basement, the main reference for adding more details at the national
level. The national detail page provides the translation of the core English record, and a re
peatable section of additional information relevant at the national level, with more description,
video embedding, attachment of files, URLSs, etc.

Rotational grazing

Rotational grazing is a type of agricultural technigque in which fields are divided into smaller sections, and animals

| are rotated through the sections on a regular basis. This technique is used to maintain the quality of the soil and

| vegetation in the field and to reduce the risk of overgrazing. Rotational grazing can also be used to help manage the
spread of diseases and parasites in the animal populations.

| The approach often produces lower outputs than more intensive animal farming operations, but requires lower
| inputs, and therefore sometimes produces higher net farm income per animal.

Lew Inputs sibly Highar Sutput

Eco-theme taxonomy: ——— N
Biodiversity | Materials & Energy | Sail Water
FADN farm types taxonomy:
| Mixed crop and livestock | Mixed livestock Specialist cattle Specialist granivors Specialist milk |

Specialist sheep and goats

Core content element for eco-practices

The main fields of the eco-practice template are composed of common fields (used by core
English and translated national versions) and fields that can be added at national level (can be
repeated at this level).

They are:

x Title

x Description

x Eco-theme, Farm branches, FADN farm
types, Farming category taxonomies

Link for description

Scale of application

Main resource location

National resources (repeat section)
Comment (user rating)

(+authoring information)

Resource title

Description

Economic information

Link, video embed

Section location

Special geo-location

Publisher

Date, year published, time information
Publication, media type taxonomy
CAPTIVATE rating

X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X
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Eco-Farm Assessment and
Decision (EAD) Tool

Developed under the CAPTIVATE project, the Eco-farm Assessment and Decision (EAD) Tool
will help you assess your current farming practices and find ways to make them more sustain
able. It will also provide insight into the potential CAP measures to be applied at your farm.

This tool is a digital self-assessment approach for farmers and advisors to assess ecological
sustainability at the farm level. It consists of indicators that provide information on the current
state to help farmers decide. The dimensions of sustainability are presented with a focus on
ecology, with a detailed assessment (in a farmer context), processing of the result and direct
link to CAP action as well as to additional supportive measures. One of the main objectives
of the tool, in addition to on-site sustainability assessment, is to support farmers in seleding
appropriate CAP measures to meet specific agricultural conditions and improve environmen
tal sustainability performance. This will lead to a better understanding and more e ective
implementation of CAP measures and will positively impact the environment, as more farmers
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will be supported in implementing the measures properly. The Eco-Farm Assessment and
Decision Tool is designed to help farmers integrate environmental and climate considerations
into their farm management.

Background information

The first step of the development process was to define the main properties of the prospective
tool and delimit parameters for system boundaries. Beyond sustainability assessment, the
tool should have the following properties: benchmarking, capacity building, knowledge man-

agement, decision support, and communication of results. Further, the tool should respond
to di erent geographical settings according to the project countries (Hungary, Slovakia, and

Croatia). The tool’s structure was based on alignment, and the aimed properties were dis

cussed with selected experts from the participating project countries and the whole CAPTH

VATE project team.

System and analysis limits

At the beginning of the development process, system boundaries had to be defined to de
scribe the framework of the system under study. In our case, the system boundaries include
the entire farm, encompassing all branches of farming but limiting its scope to the agricultural
sector and primary production (excluding tourism, processing, etc.).

The EAD tool was primarily designed to increase on-farm ecological sustainability and, there

fore, encompasses mainly the environmental dimension of sustainability. However, socio-ece

nomic aspects as a supplementary risk assessment were also integrated to reflect complex
system interactions, which impact the farms’ sustainability performance (also at the supplier
and marketing level—see figure). The need for user-friendliness and easy applicability deter
mined the level of detail for the on-farm sustainability assessment. The aim was for users to
conduct a self-assessment within two hours.

The system under survey also includes the 10 most important farm types (14 farm types
FADN—ranked by number) with a sum of at least 90% of farms and agricultural area in each
project country, excluding mushrooms, beekeeping, and forestry. The area observed includes
the agricultural area (excluding home gardens, private areas with trees, etc.), husbandry (ex

cluding animals for private use), and e ects on and through nearby areas.

Indicator development

For the development of the indicator set, we reflected on criteria and indicators of existing
tools and standards for sustainability assessment and scientific literature. The selection of iR
dicators is therefore based on internationally recognised standards in the field of sustainability
assessment in agriculture, i.e. SAFA Guidelines and established methodologies in sustainabili
ty assessment, such as SMART (Sustainability Monitoring and Assessment Routine).
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Understanding how your farm impacts the environment is crucial. Current tools often overlook
the importance of your skills, attitudes, and values in adopting eco-friendly practices. The
Eco-Farm Assessment and Decision Tool fills this gap by providing a clear and practical way
to evaluate and improve your farming methods.

Benefits for the farm through the survey and its results

x Examination of the company and its production itself as well as important indicators of
ecological sustainability

x Clear presentation of achievements and challenges according to the topics of ecological
sustainability, including ecological and socio-economic risk assessment as well as de
tailed results of individual indicators

X Opportunity for further development or monitoring - a comparison through exchange with
other companies is also possible

x Direct link to appropriate Eco Practices and associated materials for maintaining/improv-
ing ecological performance on farm

x Direct link to appropriate CAP measures to receive financial support for on-farm services
while improving performance or to receive financial support for planned environmental
measures and services on the farm

X Successful and sensible implementation of ecological sustainability on the company’s
premises, both of eco practice and CAP measures. This helps the company to have a long-
term perspective and a resilient orientation

x Overlaps with other audits or certifications (legal or private standards)

X Use of the results for targeted advice

Why ecological sustainability for agricultural production?

x Foundation of agriculture: soil, water, air, resources and biodiversity.
X Investment in the future of a farm and society as a whole

X Helps to achieve an adaptive, resilient orientation of farm production
x Reducing dependence on external resources

Current Practices: Evaluate your farm’s existing conditions and methods.
x Environmental Impact: Understand how your practices a ect the environment.

User-Friendly Design:
X Simple Process: Easy steps to follow, making the assessment straightforward.
x Clear Guidelines: Detailed instructions and explanations to help you understand each step.
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Holistic Approach:
x Farmer’s Perspective: Considers your skills, attitudes, and values in the assessment pro

cess.
x Customized Recommendations: Provides specific advice based on your farm’s unique sit

uation.

x Support for CAP and Green Deal Goals:

x Alignment with Policies: Helps you meet the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
Green Deal objectives.

X Sustainability Focus: Encourages environmentally friendly production and farming prac

tices.
What are the benefits for your farm?

x Improved Sustainability: Make your farm more environmentally friendly.
Better Compliance: Easily meet the new CAP and Green Deal requirements.

x Enhanced Productivity: Implementing sustainable practices can boost your farm’s produc
tion e iciency.

x Personal Satisfaction: Align your farming practices with your values and contribute to more
sustainable farming.

How to use it?
Response input

You can enter and fill out the assessment form online, in a web-browser, or by downloading
the KoboCollect Mobile App. The online input form can be accessed from the links below.

x Core English version:https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/tbsarotN

x Croatian: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/tbsarotN?lang=hr

x Hungarian: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/tbsarotN?lang=hu

x Slovak: hitps://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/tbsarotN?lang=sk

If you want to fill out the form in your Android phone, there is mobile app, called KoboCollect
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.koboc.collect.android&hl=en ). As for
I0S, currently there is no mobile app. At this stage, we recommend using the web browser on
all platforms. However, if someone prefers the mobile app for Android, there is a short guide
on our e-learning platform. Please note that downloading the form to the mobile app requires
a QR code authorisation or access (username, password) to our Kobo project, both available
at request from the project o ice. The form itself has separate sections with several questions
each. A few of them also use “skip logic,” which means conditional questions, i.e., sub-ques
tions, would only appear based on the answer from a previous one (for example, if the farmer
does not have livestock, the section and the questions related to it will not appear in the next
part). Mandatory questions are indicated with asterisk (*). Many of the questions have a short
explanatory hint section underneath. Both questions and hints can have hyperlinks, which
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may show up to provide additional information externally or internally, often linking to items
in the CAPTIVATE glossary, or other resources. Navigation between the main sections and
pages is supported on the top menu, and by the bottom navigation arrows.

As the Kobo Toolbox was designed for field data collection (i.e., entering responses from the
field/parcel level) in rural conditions (often with limited internet access), it allows saving the
responses o line using both the web-browser or the mobile app. Please note that the re-
sponse will only be sent to the project server once it is submitted online (this isn’'t equal to
o line saving). After the online submission, re-opening (and editing) the form is only possible
if the respondent /advisor representing/ is added to the Kobo project with proper permissions
(which also pre-requires a Kobo account sign-up).

After the response is sent to the server - and the complete form data is submitted online - the
evaluated questionnaire is immediately available, which also makes the EAD tool suitable for
supporting the self-assessment process. The result processed from the submittedform data
can be accessed on the link below:

https://cap-tivate.eu/ead/result.php
The respondent can open the results by entering the confidential, unique farm identifier nun:
ber provided during the form submission (2nd question). Selection of the country/language
option is necessary for contextual display of certain sections of the results presentation.

After entering the ID number, you will get the assessment results presented in the form of a
spider diagram, with highlighted good results but also elements that need to be improved on
the farm. The results presentation also includes recommendations, consisting of a list of ree
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ommended eco-practices and connected measures for the farm. After submitting the query,
the full result page is loaded, which can be printed out in PDF format, processed on the server
side as a separate file, or a HTML preview can be opened as well.

Sections of the result page:

1. Main data of the farm:

2. Radar chart showing the farm performance by eco-themes (SAFA sub-themes) in percent-
ages, compared with the “ideal farm” (goal).
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3. Good results above 70%, weaker results under 40%, and 4. the list of goal achievement.

5. Recommended good eco-practices and CAP measures, based on the results under the
SAFA sub-themes, according to farm branches, and linked CAP measures.
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6. List of indicators which are contributing the most to stronger and weaker results (making
the more positive or negative impacts)

7. Risk assessment section

This part of the result presentation depends on the responses to the two risk assessment
type of conditional (non mandatory) sub-questionnaires, about environmental and economic
issues. The topics are clustered, and based on the answers to the specific questions, and their
impact to be assessed as potential risk or no risk, a sentence (as automated text) will be dis
played in the corresponding column.
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Learning modules on green
skills

What are Learning Modules?

The Learning Modules are designed to help farmers understand and implement crucial green
farming practices in their farming activities. They provide training and sample teaching mate-
rials focused on the most critical areas of sustainable farming.

Key Features of the Learning Modules

X Modular Content: Access a variety of topics and materials that you can learn at your own
pace.

x High-Impact Areas: Focus on critical areas with the most significant environmental bene-
fits.

x Check your knowledge: Take a quiz to evaluate your knowledge of EU regulations and
green practices.

What are the benefits for you?

x Improved Knowledge: Gain a deeper understanding of sustainable farming practices with
a focus on environmental issues and core EU regulations.

X Increased Support: Access valuable resources to support you in transitioning to greener
methods.

How to use them?

The Captivate e-Learning course is available in four di erent languages: English, Hungarian,
Slovak, and Croatian.

In the e-Learning course, you will find di erent training content divided into three main mod -

ules:

1. EU’s new relevant strategies: Introducing the EU’s strategies related to the new CAP

2. Good Eco-practices: Explaining some agricultural eco-practices helping to meet the crite-
ria of the new CAP

3. CAPTIVATE Digital Platform: A user guide explaining how to use the CAPTIVATE platform.

Each module contains several chapters. Each of these chapters will provide brief and relevant

information that deal with the regulations and strategies on the EU level to boost sustainability
on the farm level, with a special focus on environmental issues.

CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook Page 43



You will find the following chapters in the three modules:

x EU’s new relevant strategies: Green Deal, Farm to Fork strategy, EU Common Agricultural
Policy, EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, EU Soil Strategy for 2030, EU Organic Action Plan

X Good Eco-practices: Sustainability, Soil, Agroecology, Plant protection, Animal welfare, Di
versification

x CAPTIVATE Digital Platform: Entry point, Knowledge base, EAD tool, e-Learning.
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Introduction to the e-Learning Platform

An electronic glossary explains the most important terms to facilitate understanding of the
course material.
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After each chapter, you can test your acquired knowledge through Quizzes to get immediate
feedback on your knowledge level on the topic.

After completing all the activities within the course, you will find a short evaluation question-

naire. Your opinion is important to us and will help us improve the e-learning platform and the
training content of the course.

After completing the required e-learning course activities, the system will automatically gen-

erate an electronic Certificate of Completion for you.

In short, how do you get started?
x Choose modules/chapters: Browse the module o er and select the chapters that interest
you.

x Study the content: In the course, you will find texts, images, videos, and other materials
that will help you understand the topic.

One segment of Module 1, chapter 3 of the e-Learning platform:

Check your knowledge: after studying the training content, take a quiz to see how well you
have retained the information. At least 70% of the questions must be answered correctly to
pass the quiz.
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Complete the questionnaire: after completing all the activities in the course, you will help us
improve the platform and content by completing a short evaluation questionnaire.

Get your certificate: after successfully completing the CAPTIVATE course, you can download
a certificate to confirm your knowledge and skills in sustainable farming.
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Conditions for obtaining the certificate:
x Completion of all required activities in the course.

x Achievement of a minimum score of 70% in the quizzes.
How to download the certificate: Once you have met the prerequisites, you will automatically

be presented with a button to download your certificate. Click the button and the certificate

will be saved to your computer.
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Feedback from practitioners
and way forward

Good practices, lessons learnt

The first group of learners achieving the CAPTIVATE Certificate gave feedback using a specific
activity in Moodle assigned to collect their responses. The numeric summary is presented in
the table below. Besides this, we also held an online consultation with them. During the online
meeting, we could also hear about the motivation, interests, and plans about using the ae
quired knowledge. For example, four participants of the group are teachers in agricultural see
ondary, vocational schools, where they would also like to utilize some of the learning materials
in the education of children. Others who are farming, wanted to learn about the techniques
and get a wider overview, while more others are working in various sectors, like input supplier
of bio-products, farm advisory services, who wished to train themselves deeper in the topic of
organic farming.
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When asked for suggestions to improve the e ectiveness of online training, participants
highlighted the following points:

x Simplify the language by reducing foreign words and complicated descriptions.

X Improve coherence between sub-modules through cross-references.

x Ensure all links work and make diagrams legible, downloadable, and enlargeable.
X Make tests more challenging by avoiding easily identifiable incorrect options.

Regarding the aspects of the training they particularly liked or found useful, participants men
tioned:

x Enjoyment of the attached videos and the option to watch them later.

The comprehensive coverage of new information.

The CAP overview.

The first module’s relevant collection of EU policies and initiatives.

Thematic excellence of the course.

* Sections on biodiversity and soil health.

The many links, additional information, recommendations, and rich video content.
Topics on circular farming, agroecology, and soil conservation strategy.

Overall, feedback indicates that while there are areas for improvement, participants found the
course highly useful and well-constructed.

X X X X X X X

(Giving additional value to the course graduation)

In Hungary, during the implementation of the CAPTIVATE project, but continuing over its of
ficial timespan, OMKIi is working on the development of a partnership of farm advisors, with
whose members a more continuous, systematic, and professionally sound cooperation can
become possible, compared to the previous ad hoc, occasional opportunities. To be included
in the list, OMKIi published an open call to receive sign ups from Hungarian professionals. The
main criteria of joining this list is to take the CAPTIVATE online e-learning programme. Train
ees who complete the course using the self-learning method are awarded the Certificate at
the end, which proves that they have successfully completed all three modules, and are thus
better prepared to apply and transfer knowledge on the implementation of ecological practic-
es based on EU green policies, as well as to use the developed farm assessment tool (EAD)
and the knowledge repository platform.

Opportunities and benefits as advertised and to be o ered by OMK:i in the context of the call

and during the cooperation:

X inclusion in the invitation list of events and newsletter recipients to get the freshest up-
dates about ongoing activities;

X receiving information about projects and opportunities for farm advisors in relation with
the work programmes of OMKi;

x first invitation to be involved in projects requiring the participation of advisors;

X opportunity to provide feedback and suggestions on relevant pre-legislation drafts (such

Page 50 CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook



as new national regulations, measures, calls) where OMKi is involved;
X receiving OMKI professional publication package;
X participating in the prize draw for OMKi’s exclusive gifts package (seed mixes, specialist

books)

What needs to be done to be enrolled on the list of experts?
x To apply: sign up for the chosen service(s) here:
https://cap-tivate.eu/hu/contact/sign_up_to _get_captivated

Complete the CAPTIVATE online course

X X X X

Register for the Hungarian course: https://edu.cap-tivate.eu/login/signup.php?lang=hu
After the registration, receive the code to enter and complete the course
After successful completion of the course, as the last activity, create and download your

Certificate, which will put you on our list of farm advisory partners.

The Certificate may entitle its holder for various other benefits and advantages, according to
procedures (to be) put in place by national partners, by their local circumstances, above we
provided just an example of one of the Hungarian partners, already receiving over 90 sign-ups

and 20 graduates getting the Certificate.

The first step is perhaps the most challenging,
according to the users’ experience so far, as
there can be many questions to be answered
in a professional and realistic way, depending
on the complexity of the farm. This is not an
insurmountable obstacle for the persistent
respondent who is experienced in complet
ing online questionnaires and who is familiar
with the details of the farm, but many could
benefit from the help of an expert in prepar
ing, completing, and using the assessment.
For most farmers, agricultural advisors are
the professionals who support them in their
daily work, having a long-term, regular, trust-
based relationship, and having a detailed
knowledge of their farm structure and ac-
tivities. This makes it a logical option for the
farmer to seek the assistance of an agricut
tural advisor in the sustainability assessment
too, which we have considered in the design
and implementation of our project. Most of
the advisors already have a large part of the
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farmer’s data needed to fill in the assess
ment form, as they manage the submission
of direct aid applications or the keeping of
the farm logbook, which require a detailed
knowledge of the structure and operations
of the farm. In Hungary, for example, during
the external testing of the tool, we specift
cally organized the process through the ad
visors, asking them to identify which of the
guestions they had prior knowledge of and
in which cases it was necessary to ask the
farmer for information. In this way, the advisor
can start to complete the questionnaire, and
the farmer only needs to respond to a signif
icantly shortened written or oral (telephone
or face-to-face) data request, after which the
guestionnaire can be finalized quickly. Expe
rience shows that by this method the evalu-
ation can be completed in an average of one
to one and a half hours, including consulta
tion with the farmer.
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Policy recommendation

The CAPTIVATE project — as set out in the proposal written back in the beginning of 2021 - had
three main goals and ambitions, which were demonstrated and piloted by a series of activities

during the implementation. These stay valid and timely and serve as the core starting point for

our policy recommendation:

1. Making farmers better understand the background and motivations behind the EU’s new
green policies, their aims and envisioned implementation steps, including the introduction
of new support measures and their links with sustainable farming practices. The recent
farmer protests especially brought the attention of policy makers and the wider public to
the challenge of more e icient communication and sensitization, finding a balance between
sustainability and the viability of farming communities, including both the right set of public
regulations, framework conditions and objectives, and also the demonstration of the obvious
links between sustainable development and a positive future for agricultural enterprises and
their production.

2. Highlighting the importance and advantages of developing and conducting a farm assess
ment approach connected to the new CAP requirements. To evaluate the current status of
the farm and the impact of interventions after the introduction of new methods becomesin
creasingly relevant with regards to the monitoring and evaluation of the policies — measures
and sub-measures - themselves, not only at aggregated level, but also in base operational

units, at individual farm level.

3. The provision of a knowledge sharing platform which allows access to information from
both angles of finding financial support and implementing good agro-techniques for more
sustainable farming can greatly support their uptake, making the learning and adaptation
process quicker, more logical and e icient. It has been demonstrated that farms that are
aware of the reasons behind what they do and how they accomplish it, and on the other

hand are supported by adapted sources of information, advice, and financial resources,

have greater opportunities and basic requirements to act sustainably on their own behalf.

In their daily lives, farmers meet the CAP pri-
marily through subsidies and grants, which
often have a decisive influence on their man
agement directions. In many cases, howev
er, they are not su iciently aware of the rules
and conditions for implementing certain
measures and related practices. As the ef
ficiency and competitiveness of agricultur-
al production can be enhanced in line with
higher environmental and agro-ecological
standards, for farmers to be able to apply
these practices in a professional, e ective,
successful and sustainable way, it is essen
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tial that they understand how they work, the
production (and not only support) benefits
they can expect from their application, and
that they are genuinely convinced to intro-
duce and especially maintain these methods
in production practice in the long term. Only
then can meaningful progress be achieved,
whether it is more e icient use of pesticides,
higher yields or less environmental impact.
The key to a change in farmers’ attitudes
is the right transfer of practical knowledge,
which requires advisory support, demonstra-
tion farms events and forums that bring to-
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gether actors to transfer knowledge.

CAP has undergone a number of significant changes in recent years, which have made our

project highly relevant, as our main aim was to captivate farmers across the EU by build
ing their knowledge, skills and attitudes on climate change and sustainable development in

the context of available funding opportunities. Consequently, all of these pieces have been

linked to good environmental practices in order to promote greater awareness, responsibility,
and more e icient implementation. Ensuring a wide range of knowledge transfer programs -
technical and administrative support services, practice-oriented training, demonstration farm
events — is one of the most critical conditions for the successful implementation and operation
of the new CAP, to meet the changing management requirements and e iciently absorb the

available funds.

In the last months of our project, the results
of the wide-ranging consultation that is ex-
pected to shape the future direction of the
Common Agricultural Policy over the next
10-15 years have been published. The Strate
gic Dialogue on the future of EU agriculture,
mandated ad personam by the President of
the European Commission, concluded with
a final report in September 2024. The mem
bers of the dialogue (knowledgeable specialt
ists from the entire agri-food system, leading
representatives from the fields of agriculture,
environmental, animal and consumer protec-
tion, business, worker representation, rural
areas and banking) had the task of working
on four key issues relating to the prospects

of farmers and rural areas, the preservation
of planetary boundaries, the opportunities of
technology and innovation and the future of
the European food system to develop oppor
tunities for its future prospects. The mem
bers of the Dialogue have produced a cont
prehensive set of guiding political principles
and recommendations, serving as an orienta
tion for action to create socially responsible,
economically profitable, and environmentally
sustainable agri-food systems. In reviewing
the recommendations, it is evident that the
processes and directions that CAPTIVATE
has attempted to support will become even
more prominent in the near future.

The most important recommendations in line with the three basic pillars of the CAPTIVATE
project approach are the following (the list of all 14 thematic recommendations is annexed).

x Deploying a new approach to deliver on sustainability

The Strategic Dialogue supports and commits to the maintenance and enforcement of existing
EU legislation and to funding actionable leverages to improve its implementation. The Members
of the Dialogue call for launching an EU-wide benchmarking system in agriculture and food
systems aiming to harmonize methodologies of on-farm sustainability assessments. This system
should be based on common objectives, principles, and criteria, and include monitoring and
verification tools with common metrics and indicators. It should measure where each farm and
sector stands, facilitate comparisons across diverse sustainability objectives and ambitions and
thus contribute to carry out the necessary steps to increase sustainability standards.

CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook Page 53



One of the cornerstones of the CAPTIVATE project is the sustainability assessment: in our
view, assessing the farm from an environmental perspective is an essential first step in the
transition process, as environmental and sustainability considerations have become more
prominent in agricultural policy over the past few decades. However, existing procedures and
tools assess the farm at a very high level of abstraction and in many sustainability dimensions
making it di icult for stakeholders to implement the assessment and use the results in prac-
tice. In addition, the current tools do not, in most cases, pay su icient attention to the farmer’s
skills, attitudes and their local context, which can have a decisive influence on the adoption
of di erent environmentally friendly farming methods. Moreover, these evaluation methods
rarely o er direct added value for farms in terms of new knowledge and practical experience,
as well as opportunities for e ective exchange with other farms or advisors.

x Preparing a Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) fit for purpose

The final report of the Dialogue states, that the current policy needs to be changed to meet
current and future challenges and to accelerate the ongoing transition of agri-food systems

towards more sustainable, competitive, profitable, and diverse futures. It should include promot

ing positive environmental, social, and animal welfare outcomes for society. Based on farmers’
economic viability, the CAP should deliver income support for certain active farmers in a much
more targeted way. Rewarding and incentivizing farmers to establish and to continue providing

ecosystem services, environmental payments should go beyond what is required by EU legisla
tion and aim at the highest ambition in a system to be linked to quantifiable results using robust

indicators. Financial support to environmental and climate actions will need to substantially

increase annually throughout the following two CAP periods, starting from the current share of

budget for eco-schemes and agri-environmental and climate instruments.

The CAPTIVATE project consortium is firmly behind this recommendation, as another corner
stone of our project was to build farmers knowledge, skills and attitudes on climate change
and sustainable development in the context of available funding opportunities and linked good
eco-practices, to increase better understanding, responsibility and implementation e iciency.

We think that a targeted, farm- and farmer-oriented, measurable approach is needed in order
to realise a more sustainable agricultural policy.

x Enhancing sustainable farming practices

Urgent, ambitious, and feasible action is needed at all levels to guarantee that the sector -op
erates within planetary boundaries and contributes to the protection and restoration of the eli
mate, ecosystems, and natural resources, including water, soil, air, biodiversity, and landscapes.
To advance into this direction, the Strategic Dialogue foresees specific recommendations to
promote agrobiodiversity, to reduce external inputs as mineral fertilisers and pesticides, im
prove nutrient management, advance in the decarbonization of mineral fertilizers as well as
develop and use biocontrol. At the same time, the European Commission and Member States

Page 54 CAPTIVATE Farmer Handbook



need to continue to support organic production as well as agroecological farming practices.
x Creating pathways for sustainable animal farming in the EU

The European Commission should set up a process for developing a strategy on the role of
animal farming based on robust scientific evidence and the consultation of all stakeholders
concerned.

x Further action to better preserve and manage farmland, promote water-resilient ag -
riculture, and develop innovative plant breeding approaches:

Also, action is needed to facilitate the adaptation of agriculture to changing climatic and envi
ronmental conditions and promote investments and practices to advance towards water-resil
ient and less resource intensive farming.

X Better access to and better use of knowledge and innovation

Innovation, technology and knowledge play a key role in the transition of the agri-food sector.
To fully leverage this potential, generation, access to and better sharing of knowledge and skills
must be facilitated. Independent advisory services will be crucial in that process.

We also agree with these four recommendations, as based on our experience, there are numer
ous information resources available which list the available support (subsidy, grant) opportu
nities and regulations for agricultural producers and rural entrepreneurs, while the availability
of information resources on organic farming, climate smart techniques, precision agriculture
methods, and other sustainable practices, the reliable and professionally validated data is
scarcer. For a farm to learn and grow, it requires security and degrees of freedom, namely time,
resources, and content-related and practical support. What is especially missing is a common
entry point which can display and support decision making from both angles: the available
funding mechanisms connected with the required farming methods. In the implementation of
green farming techniques, applied research connected with extensionists plays a significant
role, but they often do not receive an integrated methodological support to guide farmers
through the relevant policy changes. This process requires direct contact with and between
farms as well as examples of practical applications. As a starting point and pivot point, a
knowledge platform such as the one developed in CAPTIVATE can prove valuable.

Some of the lessons learned during the implementation of the CAPTIVATE project also brought
useful experiences, which can serve as additional input to the recommendation of policy ae
tions:

X In contrast to our preliminary anticipation, the availability of existing resources about
good eco-practice descriptions in the local context is limited , especially the ones cu
rated, verified or validated by reliable, professional publishers. Especially in Croatia and
Slovakia our experts had a tough time to collect such content, which could be well con
nected to the rules and requirements of CAP measures having direct reference to such
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practices. This calls for a more systematic approach from the national agencies to
support the availability of such resources

x There was an unexpectedly high interest for the CAPTIVATE e-learning course in Hungary,
connected with the sign-up for the CAPTVATE list of advisors. Learners’ feedback con
firmed the relative lack of this kind of opportunity for self-development and network -
ing at the professional level, which shows the need for developing such programs
which have targeted thematic focus for capacity building and direct connection to
the transfer of acquired knowledge through the networks of advisory service, voca -
tional education, farm demonstration and other practice-oriented channels

Based on our experiences, and in line with the recent high level strategic report on the future

of European agriculture, we recommend the following:

X A significant number of European Union-funded and/or national research projects are
working on the field of sustainable farming practices. Parallel with that, there are also pre
jects and initiatives to collect the research results and practices and make them available
searchable and digestible for farmers on a single platform (e.g. the EU-Farmbook pre
ject). We recommend to add to those current “repository building” e orts a new layer
where the collected research findings, good practices are also connected to actual
CAP “themes” (or in country level, to measures/submeasures) to make them more
visible, searchable by farmers/advisors. On the one hand, it could help those platforms to
reach a wider audience while on the other, farmers and advisors could find relevant sus
tainable practices. CAPTIVATE project has demonstrated that making this connection is
not easy but manageable.

X Support the development of targeted, thematic training programs that “translating”
the complex and interrelating web of agricultural and environmental policies to prac -
tical knowledge as there is a high level of demand for it parallel with the lack of compre
hensive learning materials and resources from a farmer/advisor point of view.

x For awareness-raising activities, it is recommended to concentrate on the direct ef -
fects of climate change on the farm level (for di erent sectors) and to connect them
with good practices aimed at that specific problem . It is essential to transfer practical
knowledge to farmers in order to a ect a change in their attitudes. This requires advisory
support, demonstration farms and forums where actors can exchange information.

X Both our project and the Strategic Dialogue emphasize the need for sustainability assess
ment on a farm level as a crucial success factor for implementing and realizing a more
sustainable agricultural policy. We recommend to make farm level sustainability as -
sessment a compulsory and/or subsidized part  (e.g. in every 3/5 years)of the claiming
procedure for CAP subsidies . The EAD-tool, developed by the CAPTIVATE team with the
help of standard guidelines and methodologies (e.g. SAFA, SMART) shows that Farm level
sustainability assessment can help the farmers many ways (find the measures/practices
that suits her/his farm best) and does not create a huge new administrative burden. An
other possibility to cement farm level sustainability assessment in everyday practice isto
make it a part of the subsidised advisory service programs . Farm level measurements
can also be part of the EU-level CAP evaluation framework providing further regular feed
back/"test data” from farm level e ects of di erent measures.

x Building links with farmers’ associations may be a first step in knowledge transfer, as
well as for policy implementation and fine-tuning . Developing such relationships can be
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mutually beneficial: on the one hand, it can assist the membership of the organizations to
understand the di erent programs, projects, and platforms, as well as the considerations
behind them. On the other hand, they can provide valuable and focused feedback to deci
sion-makers.

The main recommendations from the final report of the Strategic Dialogue on the Future
of EU agriculture

1. Working together for a sustainable and competitive future
1.1. A fair and competitive food value chain

1.2. A new approach to deliver on sustainability

1.3. Preparing a Common Agricultural Policy fit for purpose
1.4. Financing the transition

1.5. Promoting the global transition

1.6. Policy framework and governance

2. Advancing towards sustainable food systems

2.1. Making the healthy and sustainable choice the easy one

2.2. Enhancing sustainable farming practices

2.3. Creating pathways for sustainable animal farming in the EU

2.4. Leveraging the opportunities o ered by bioeconomy

2.5. Towards a zero-waste future and responsible usage of food surpluses

3. Promoting transformative resilience

3.1. Better preserving and managing farmland
3.2. Scaling up adaptation

3.3. Robust risk and crisis management

4. Building an attractive and diverse sector
4.1. Supporting future generations of farmers
4.2. Attracting and protecting workers

4.3. Gender equality and diversity

4.4. Invigorating rural communities

5. Better access to and use of knowledge and innovation

5.1. Facilitating access to and better sharing of knowledge and skills

5.2. Increasing investments and partnerships in Research & Innovation

5.3. Streamlining regulatory procedures for the access to market of new technologies and
innovations

5.4. Using the opportunities of digitalization in a responsible manner

5.5. Social Innovation as an enabler of sustainable farming
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Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) agreement

The CAPTIVATE consortium concluded an IPR agreement, with the aim to define the type
of Creative Commons (CC) licence that the partnership will apply for the further use of the

specific results developed in the project to users outside the partnership beyond the project
duration.

Creative Commons licenses give everyone from individual creators to large institutions a
standardized way to grant the public permission to use their creative work under copyright

law. From the reuser’s perspective, the presence of a Creative Commons license on a copy
righted work answers the question, What can | do with this work?

License type selected by the CAPTIVATE consortium:

CC BY-NC-SA

This license enables reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any me
dium or format for noncommercial purposes only, and only so long as attribution is given to the
creator. If you remix, adapt, or build upon the material, you must license the modified material
under identical terms. CC BY-NC-SA includes the following elements:

BY: credit must be given to the creator.
NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted.
SA: Adaptations must be shared under the same terms.

Project RESULTS covered by this CC licence:
CAP Eco-Practice Knowledge Base
Eco-Farm Assessment Tool

X

X

X Learning (OER) modules

X Methodology and Implementation Guidelines
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CONTACT US!

We are glad to provide further details, broader information, login credentials etc.
Please contact us at our below virtual or physical contacts. The coordinator for any issue,
while for specific ones, the partners responsible for tasks, as indicated underneath.

Coordinator:
x  OMKIi (https://biokutatas.hu), Knowledge Base, CAP Measures, Eco-Practices

Partners:
X Austria: FIBL-AT (https://www.fibl.org), Eco Farm Assessment and Decision (EAD) Tool

x Croatia: IPS Konzalting (https://ips-konzalting.hr), Handbook, Dissemination
X Hungary: NJE (https://nje.hu), eLearning Content
x Slovakia: 1ZPI (https://izpi.sk), Knowledge Management and e-Learning platform

CAPTIVATE: CAP Transfer of Information Via Assessment, Training and Extension

Project website: https://cap-tivate.eu
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/captivate.eu

FiBL
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Stay In touch

+36 30 352 6869
project@cap-tivate.eu

OMKi - Research Institute of Organic Agriculture
Hungary - 1038 Budapest, Raby Matyas u. 26.




